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7.10.1.9 Mounting Location. The bottom of new egress markings
shall be located at a vertical distance of not more than 6 ft 8 in.
(2030 mm) above the top edge of the egress opening intended for
designation by that marking. Egress markings shall be located at a
horizontal distance of not more than the required width of the
egress opening, as measured from the edge of the egress opening
intended for designation by that marking to the nearest edge of the
marking.

7.10.2 Directional Signs.

7.10.2.1 A sign complying with 7.10.3, with a directional indicator
showing the direction of travel, shall be placed in every location
where the direction of travel to reach the nearest exit is not
apparent.

7.10.2.2 Directional exit signs shall be provided within horizontal
components of the egress path within exit enclosures as required
by 7.10.1.2.2.

7.10.3 Sign Legend.

7.10.3.1 Signs required by 7.10.1 and 7.10.2 shall read as follows
in plainly legible letters, or other appropriate wording shall be
used: EXIT

7.10.3.2 Where approved by the authority having jurisdiction,
pictograms in compliance with NFPA 170 shall be permitted.

7.10.4 Power Source. \Where emergency lighting facilities are
required by the applicable provisions of Chapter 11 through
Chapter 43 for individual occupancies, the signs, other than
approved self-luminous signs and listed photoluminescent signs in
accordance with 7.10.7.2, shall be illuminated by the emergency
lighting facilities. The level of illumination of the signs shall be in
accordance with 7.10.6.3 or 7.10.7 for the required emergency
lighting duration as specified in 7.9.2.1. However, the level of
illumination shall be permitted to decline to 60 percent at the end

of the emergency lighting duration.
7.10.5 lllumination of Signs.

7.10.5.1 General. Every sign required by 7.10.1.2 or 7.10.1.5, or
7.10.8.1, other than where operations or processes require low
lighting levels, shall be suitably illuminated by a reliable light
source. Externally and internally illuminated signs shall be legible
in both the normal and emergency lighting mode.

7.10.5.2 Continuous lllumination.

7.10.5.2.1 Every sign required to be illuminated by 7.10.6.3, 7.10.7,
and 7.10.8.1 shall be continuously illuminated as required under the
provisions of Section 7.8, unless otherwise provided in 7.10.5.2.2.

7.10.5.2.2 lllumination for signs shall be permitted to flash on and
off upon activation of the fire alarm system.

7.10.6 Externally llluminated Signs.

7.10.6.1 Size of Signs.

7.10.6.1.1 Externally illuminated signs required by 7.10.1 and
7.10.2, other than approved existing signs, unless otherwise
provided in 7.10.6.1.2, shall read EXIT or shall use other
appropriate wording in plainly legible letters sized as follows:

(1) For new si%ns, the letters shall be not less than 6 in. (150 mm)
high, with the principal strokes of letters not less than 3/4 in.
(19mm) wide.

(2) For existing signs, the required wording shall be permitted to be
plainly legible letters not less than 4 in. (100 mm) high.

(3) The word EXIT shall be in letters of a width not less than 2 in.
(51mm), except the letter |, and the minimum spacing between
letters shall be not less than 3/8 in. (9.5 mm).

(4) Sign legend elements larger than the minimum established in
7.10.6.1.1(1) through 7.10.6.1.1(3) shall use letter widths,
strokes, and spacing in proportion to their height.

7.10.6.1.2 The requirements of 7.10.6.1.1 shall not apply to
marking required by 7.10.1.3 and 7.10.1.7.
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7.10.6.2 Size and location of Directional Indicator.

7.10.6.2.1 Directional indicators, unless otherwise provided in
7.10.6.2.2, shall comply with the following:

(1) The directional indicator shall be located outside of the EXIT
legend, not less than 3/8 in. (9.5 mm) from any letter.

(2) The directional indicator shall be of a chevron type, as shown
in Figure 7.10.6.2.1.

(3) The directional indicator shall be identifiable as a directional
indicator at a distance of 40 ft (12 m).

(4) A directional indicator larger than the minimum established for
compliance with 7.10.6.2.1(3) shall be proportionately increased
in height, width, and stroke.

(5) The directional indicator shall be located at the end of the sign
for the direction indicated.

7.10.6.2.2 The requirements of 7.10.6.2.1 shall not apply to
approved existing signs.

7.10.6.3 Level of lllumination. Externally illuminated signs shall
be illuminated by not less than 5 ft-candles (54 lux) at the
illuminated surface and shall have a contrast ratio of not less than
0.5.

7.10.7 Internally llluminated Signs.

7.10.7.1 Listing. Internally illuminated signs shall be listed in
accordance with UL 924, Emergency Lighting and Power
Equipment, unless they meet one of the following criteria:
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FIGURE 7.10.6.2.1 Chevron-Type Indicator.

(1) They are approved existing signs.

(2) They are existing signs having the required wording in legible
letters not less than 4 in. (100 mm) high.

(3) They are signs that are in accordance with 7.10.1.3 and
7.10.1.6.

7.10.7.2 Photoluminescent Signs. The face of a photolumi-
nescent sign shall be continually illuminated while the building is
occupied. The illumination levels on the face of the photolumi-
nescent sign shall be in accordance with its listing. The charging
illumination shall be a reliable light source, as determined by the
authority having jurisdiction. The charging light source, shall be of
a type specified in the product markings.

7.10.8 Special Signs.
7.10.8.1 Sign lllumination.

7.10.8.1.1 Where required by other provisions of this Code, special
signs shall be illuminated in accordance with 7.10.5, 7.10.6.3, and
7.10.7.

7.10.8.1.2 Where emergency lighting facilities are required by the
applicable provisions of Chapters 11 through 43, the required
illumination of special signs shall additionally be provided under
emergency lighting conditions.

7.10.8.2 Characters. Special signs, where required by other
provisions of this Code, shall comply with the visual character
requirements of ICC/ANSI A117.1, American National Standard for
Accessible and Usable Buildings and Facilities.
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